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put into effect during the two brief years of life that
remained to him. It must not be permitted that "men
who expose themselves to a thousand dangers to dis-
cover new lands and peoples should have only the toil
for their pains, leaving the profit to others, or that
when one man has caught a sheep, others should have
the fleece."30 From Champlain's time on the merchants,
thanks to Richelieu, would have the state to reckon
with as, for a brief time, Champlain and his successors
would have its support. The new impulse given to the
work which now began afresh, was neither strong
enough nor sufficiently sustained. Nevertheless, in
spite of obstacles, in spite of the same stubborn
merchants and government officials, hypnotized by
statements of profit and loss and incapable of appre-
ciating an enterprise that was not from the first self-
supporting, the colony was now really founded. It
remained, and would remain. New France ceased to
be a trading post and became a settlement.

Forgetting the long days of grief, hardships, and
distress, the few colonists who had remained at Quebec
during the occupation welcomed with rejoicing the
man whom they called their father. The Hurons, too,
allies of the French from the beginning of the settle-
ment, rejoiced equally because, as they said, "The land
has become once more the land, the river, the river,
and the sky is once more the sky." Hope sprang anew
in the hearts of the settlers, and with reason since the
Company of the Hundred Associates, founded by
Richelieu to rescue New France from the wretched
rivalries of the merchants, had promised to transport to
Canada four thousand colonists in fifteen years. That
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